Food & Farming Network Meeting Notes April 26, 2011

Present: Rob Sirrien, Marty Dillon, Brian Bourdages, Kristen Mesiak, Diane Conners, Caroline Evans, Tom Emling, Evan Smith, Susan Cociarelli, Jim Bardenhagen, Ann Robinson, Don Coe, Brad and Amanda Kik, 

Agenda:

1. project updates

2. Farm Bill testimony

3. Post-Summit survey: review for potential projects and direction

4. Working Group chairs; need a Communication/Outreach WG? 

5. Agri-Food Safety training options

Project Updates

· Ag Certificate: Rob reported on progress and problems in this project. Described it briefly, with progress on the mentor/apprentice portion and some frustration in the community college certificate program with difficulty in getting key people to meetings. 

· Food Hub: Don reported on need for financing and grant writing. Value Added Producer Grant a possibility?

· Double Up Food Bucks: Diane reported on fund raising needs ($50,000) to leverage an additional $25,000 from the Fair Food Partnership. United Way has committed $5,000.

· Food Corps: Diane is expecting 2 FoodCorps positions in the region, one with Diane here at MLUI and one to promote school gardens.

· CRAFT: Brad reported that this intern networking project is in its 2nd year with an upcoming orientation scheduled.

· Small Farm Conference: there are committee openings.

Farm Bill Testimony: Brian expressed concerns over the conservation title programs, like EQUIP and others. The Network will be preparing positions, and we should work with other groups that have status to improve each other’s potential influence.

Post Summit Survey: Tom pointed out interesting portions of the responses, especially written in comments. He again suggested reviewing these comments for ideas of areas the Network can work in. Also, people have offered their time and services in a variety of ways, and he may be able to pull individual offers out of the data. 

GRANTS: general discussion followed on how to get grants, who could write, how we can fund a general grant writer for Network and individual projects. MEDC is planning 5 NEXT zones in Michigan, and MEDC staff may be able to offer grant writing capacity. The Network website could include grant deadlines. 

Working Group chairs; need a Communication/Outreach WG? Rob and Jim will discuss this, and work on a proposal for the next meeting. 

5. Agri-Food Safety training options: Tabled
